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July 1, 2005

Dear Vadym,

God’s peace be with you.

I still remember the day I met you and your mother soon after you arrived at the hospital. It seems a very long time ago and much has happened in the time since.

Both you and your mother are  examples of dedicated love for Oleg.  It would be beautiful if every family cared so for each other. God blesses you for your sacrifice. Oleg is recovering.

Though I know you were disappointed with Oleg’s care at times, it is not unusual for any of us to be disappointed in life. We are all imperfect human beings, and prone to weakness, even the best of us. The great saints are our examples of true greatness, heroic virtue, and we fall short of what even they accomplished. Our world (each person in it) is only good in the measure that we listen to and obey and follow God’s will.  

There have been many who love God, who have come into your lives during this year.

I invite you to think of them; some you do not know….those who prayed for your brother, from the Irish cleaning women in Beth Israel who used to pray each time she passed his room, to those closest to you: Anna and Galina. Boston College is a Christian (Catholic) University, and because of its values, it went’ the extra mile’ (Jesus’ phrase) to do good to your brother, The same is true of  so many others including Mr. Connors, Mr. McLaughlin, and the people at the Church where your mother prayed on Sundays.  

It is the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ ultimately, who makes people go far beyond themselves in giving of their time and resources for the good of others. I hope that you have ‘seen’ God work and have come to meet the tender love of Jesus for your brother and your family in those whom He sent to you.

Let us thank and praise God for all his gifts this past year. Your mother and you came here, not knowing a soul, and having very little. God supplied all you needed day after day, month after month, right up to the present moment….even to the arrangement of the flight home. 

There is much to be grateful for. Let us not be slow to thank God or others for their love and care.

My prayers go with you and your mother and brother. Please write sometime and let us know how Oleg is doing. You owe us that. Thank you.

