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Econom cs 866. 01
Public Sector Economics ||

Readi ng List and Course Qutline

This course wll cover what used to be called the ' new
publ i c economcs." The naterial is divided into two
sections. The first section deals wth positive or
descriptive analysis, principally the positive effects of
taxation. The second section deals wth nornative or
prescriptive analysis, principally the theory of the second
best in the public sector context.

The course wll entail working through A Atkinson and
J. Siglitz, Lectures on Public Economcs, which provides a
rigorous and conprehensi ve (as of the date of publication)
treatnent of the material. Sone of the lectures are quite
dense; for these lectures | shall provide internedi ate
al gebra and sone suppl enentary intuition.

Gading inthe course wll be determned on the basis of
probl emsets (20%, final /mdterm(whether there is to be a
mdtermhas yet to be decided) (40%, paper (40%. O the
probl emsets, students are encouraged to work together but
nust wite up answers separately. For the paper, | would
li ke a nodest but polished piece of work which extends a
publ i shed paper on a topic in public economcs. Qe aimis
to give sone practice at witing in journal style and at
journal quality. The paper or note shoul d be between 10 and
15 typed pages. Hease clear the topic wth ne. | shall
gi ve conments on paper drafts handed in two weeks before the
last class, and the final papers are due the |ast day of
cl ass.

M office nunber is Garney 231; ny tel ephone nunber is
552-3697; and ny office hours are VW 3-4:30 pm(but | shall
al so be available and |l ess harried MV5-6 pn).



a ass

OCoOoO~NOOUITRWN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

#1 of 2

READI NG LI ST
(EC 866.01)

1 Lecture 1 (skin Lecture 2
Lecture
Lecture
Lecture
Lecture
Lecture
Lecture
Lecture
Lecture

Lecture 9 (skimn

Lecture 10 (skimnm)

Lecture 11

Lecture 12

Lecture 12

Lecture 13

Lecture 13, Lecture 14

Lecture 15 (cost-Benefit Anal ysis)

Lecture 15

Lecture 16

Lecture 16 Lecture 17

Lecture 17

TBA

T.BA

T.BA

T.BA

Lecture 4

Lecture 7 (skin)

OOV UThWW



Atkinson-Siglitz was published a decade ago. S nce
then, inportant newwork has been done on a nunber of the

topics. | shall xerox and distribute the rel evant papers as
| proceed.
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