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Research Interests:

I associate my work with the homo abyssus current of research into the nature of our
humanity. Currently, this work is divided into two lines of inquiry and two sets of results
that | attempt to keep in mutual interrogation. On one hand, I explore the relationship
between Christian religious thinking and modern developments, both cultural and
intellectual, that appear to challenge it. The heart of this work lies in particular attention to
what | consider the core of a distinctly Christian form of being in the world: the theological
virtues. This in turn involves concentrated study of the underlying themes of affection,
desire, and vocation, as best recorded in mystical theology. On the other hand, | am
interested in the consequences of accepting the reality of the unconscious, as well as the
theory of drive and affection that accompany it in Freudian thought. To the degree that this
contributes to a philosophical anthropology that does not ground itself in a relation to the
divine, it places great pressure on Christian religious thought. However, rather than decide
the matter from within either of those discourses, | attempt to get beneath them with a
phenomenological investigation of the full range of structures and dynamics anterior to
autonomous subjectivity. A third line of inquiry is implied in these first two: since evidently
enough philosophy is not everything, it cannot avoid opening itself to what it is not. What
does it mean for philosophy thus to find itself exposed to, and perhaps dependent on non-
philosophy?



